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Steps towards the Knowledge Base

1. To identify, contextualise and collect data 

and documents relevant to OA policies 

regarding OA books in ERA: reports, policies, 

survey results, statistics.

2. To collect input on challenges and best 

practices regarding OA books from various 

stakeholders from ERA.

3. To process, tag, structure, and make those 

materials available in the project repository 

for further analysis and publication.
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Data collection process
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Datasets
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Documents 
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Documents & 
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Zotero

Knowledge 
BaseCoded 
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Pre-analysis

Results

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 
only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research 
Executive Agency. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible 
for them.



 

What was collected?
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Data source No. of items
OpenAPC 1,685

BASE 507,509
DOAB 69,358
OAPEN 31,000
OpenAlex 450,360
OpenAIRE 1,102,747
Scielo 1,175
The Lens 433,574
WorldCat 1,185,835
Web of Science 26,032
Scopus 42,403
Dimensions 556,057
JSTOR 10,087
EBSCO 10,802

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

• Targeted survey to national libraries and aggregators to learn 
about library data, including statistics and metadata on open 
access books:
• 16 responses 
• 14 data sources
• ~4 million items

• Main outcome: scattered data space in need of harmonisation 
and standardisation

National Libraries: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Catalonia (Spain), Sweden, 
Netherlands, Scotland
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• Goal: ERA-wide survey on OA monographs 

policies

• The survey was available from August to October 

2023

• Result: 454 complete responses

ERA-WIDE SURVEY 
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• Detailed protocol guiding 

researchers

• Local experts consulted at the onset

• Types of documents: policies, 

strategies, data, recommendations, 

plans, articles on OA to academic 

books

DOCUMENTS COLLECTION: Phase I - Identification
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• Selecting relevant documents

• Preparing abstracts and excerpts

• Applying relevant tags 

Outcome

• 905 documents 

• 462 policies 

• 1552 excerpts

• 39 countries and 29 languages 

DOCUMENTS COLLECTION: Phase II - Collection and pre-processing
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Goal: uncover the HOW of the OA to academic monographs in 
different ERA countries

● 39 individual and three group interviews were conducted
● All interviews lasted around 60 minutes

Processing:
● Transcription with HappyScribe
● Translation into English with DeepL (if needed)
● Anonymised transcript, validated by interviewees, to be 

published in the KB
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INTERVIEWS 



 

Knowledge Base

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 
only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research 
Executive Agency. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible 
for them.



 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 
only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research 
Executive Agency. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible 
for them.

Address of the Knowledge Base: 
https://knowledgebase.oabooks-toolki
t.org/ 

Layout and interface:
- Based on OA Books Toolkit
- Lyrasis environment, DSpace 7

At the moment: 635 items

https://knowledgebase.oabooks-toolkit.org/
https://knowledgebase.oabooks-toolkit.org/
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NEXT STEPS
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• Analysis and recommendations (by the end of 2024) 

• Implementation of the Validation exercises and 

Founder Forums findings

• Sustainability of the Knowledge Base

• Policy creation tool = policy creator



 

Thank you for your attention!
For more information:

1. Report on Combining KB (DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.10777132)
2. Validation Report (DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.10777635)

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 
only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research 
Executive Agency. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible 
for them.

maciej.maryl@ibl.waw.pl

gabriela.manista@ibl.waw.pl

mailto:maciej.maryl@ibl.waw.pl
mailto:gabriela.manista@ibl.waw.pl

